36       BRITAIN,    THE    WORLD,    THE    WAR    GOD

the mad English could look at facts that way. France
knows that had England put her foot down, had she come
out into the open, and said she would side with France,
there would have been no war at the moment in '14. It
is perfectly clear to us on the other hand, that our Govern-
ment would have had difficulty in saying so.

For several generations now, the hot-air politician has
so perverted our people and their judgment, that they
could not have led England into an open threat to Germany
of this nature. May be that is true and right, and there
has always been the 'yaller streak3 in our people, and it
is to those that the appeal has too often been made. France
knows how much the British opinion can play weathercock;
how prone our leaders are, not to lead, but to follow. Had
we been men enough to enter into a definite Alliance with
France after the World War, for a period of years, a period
not too long, but one during which our people could have
held to an idea and an ideal, France would have disarmed.

But France knows something of her England and the
Lansbury bleat. She knew that the weathercock would
turn, and she must be strong herself against her neighbour
beast. Therefore it is that France has an Army and an
Air Force that can for the present hold her frontiers.
For this too as just remarked, many there be who will
say, thank God for France! Thank God for someone who
has a stronger diet than the hot air aforesaid!

Even when our Government favoured an alliance of
re-assurance, it would not take the step without the United
States. But the United States had withdrawn across the
Herring Pond, and had forgotten their lip-service to
Lafayette.

We hardly realise how a definite policy on our part,,
and even how little of it, can make for peace. It has been
said, and probably rightly so, that even had the Territorial
Force been liable to serve out of England in 1914, Germany
would not have made war. But Britain, talked at for close